
  

 

 

19 October 2015 
 
Honors and Awards Program 
We are pleased to announce the winners of the first Honors and Awards Design competition 

organized by AIA Continental Europe Chapter. 

The winners received the certificates in Vienna during the Gala Dinner of the conference. 

Attached please find some of the Jury notes for each project. 

 

1. 

To: Tabanlioglu Architects 

Melkan Gursel & Murat Tabanlioglu Ihsan, Int'l Assoc. AIA  

Project name: Loft Gardens 

Architectural Design Award 

 
Some Jury notes: 
 
A good answer  to contemporary design for apartments in a business district, in an emerging 

environment with an "urbanism" very far from european standards.Definitely a step forward 

from other condominiums projects in Istanbul. Wonderful development of the loft concept into 

a different  building form and with the creation of patios, creating a very successful new urban 

form. 

   

2. 

To: Tabanlioglu Architects 

Project name: Astana Trainstation 

Melkan Gursel & Murat Tabanlioglu Ihsan, Int'l Assoc. AIA 

Un Built Project Honorary Mention 

 

Some Jury notes: 

A simple idea beautifully executed. Very coherent design and clear intent throughout. Great 

general idea of the outside silhouette, Clear concept relating to the urban axis, speed and 

movement, well carried out; The organic and elegant structure is a striking form that is both 

functional and beautiful. Gorgeous inside and out. 

 



 

 

 
3. 
To: Marani Architects 

Marani Vincent, AIA 

Project name: Villa Dolni Brezany 

Architectural Design Honorary Mention 

 

Some Jury notes: 

Very well thought out. It pays homage to many early twentieth century houses in Austria and 

Czechoslovakia. Outside design works very well. Well organized plan. Sustainable living style 

is well expressed in the design. Some exquisite detailing. Highly successful blend of 

contemporary, elegant design solutions. Fluid, open spaces are inviting and warm. 

Sophisticated clean lines are consequently taken down to small details. Beautiful! 

 

4. 

To: Bitnar Architects, PC 

Bitnar Thomas, FAIA 
Project name: Complete Renovation of 1904 Mansion with Contemporary Addition 

Architectural Design Honorary Mention 

 

Beautiful, sensitive restoration of this mansion. The outdoor trellis adds a contemporary flair to 

the overall composition.  Excellent and sensitive restoration, complemented by careful 

detailing and a well balanced use of modern elements in a very restrained and respectful 

manner. A true labor of love! The painstaking, sensible attention to detail shows throughout 

every space of this house - inside and out. New addition adds magnificent dynamic space. 

 

5. 

To: Pickard Chilton 
Jon Pickard FAIA, RIBA, William Chilton FAIA, RIBA and Anthony Markese AIA, RIBA, LEED AP 
Project name: Eaton House 

Architectural Design Honorary Mention 

 



 

 

Some Jury notes: 

The facade is very 'quiet' and yet the use of alternating bands of cast glass and clear panes 

makes for an interesting rhythm. Great attention has been given to the proportions of the 

façade. Very nice front façade work and a very good modern answer to renovation. Well-

thought out renovation;Appreciate the thought put into the detailing (e.g. the window design) 

and the respectful insertion into the streetscape. The Eaton House is a cheerful neighbor to its 

historic surrounding; its acknowledgement of the Golden Mean successfully implemented. The 

contemporary interior creates dynamic visual experienced to the historic outside. 

 

6. 

To: ŞANALarc 

Murat Sanal, AIA, Alexis Sanal, AIA 

Project name: Şişhane Park 

Urban Design Award 

 
 
Some Jury notes: 

Great project to revitalize a very traffic congested area. The park is varied and very well 

designed. very good project, very modern conception compared to most of Istanbul Parks . 

Attention to details in general and to the geometrical composition. The park is a refreshing 

environment in the densely built-up area in Beyoglu. Beautiful insertion of a car park into a 

difficult urban space. One can judge the success of such a project by its use and I suspect it is 

successful. Sculptural qualities that invite exploration. Surrounded by urban transportation 

infrastructure this park infuses a sense of calmness and reflectivity. 

 

7. 

To: PLP Architecture 

Kevin P Flanagan, AIA 

Project name: PLP Office Building, Amsterdam, the Netherlands 

Environmental  Design Award 

 

Some Jury notes: 



 

 

Very interesting project. The courtyard is very well done. Very dramatic and comfortable interiors. 

Exemplary design of carbon neutral building. Forward-looking inside and out: development of 

open interior spaces as well as in the progressive implementation of environmental 

technologies.  
   

 

8. 

To: ŞANALarc 

Alexis Sanal, AIA, Murat Sanal,AIA 

Project name: SALT Research Center 

Interior Design Award 

 
Some Jury notes: 

Contrast well obtained between the design of modern furniture & renovation, Restoration and 

innovative interior solution enhances the quality of existing building. The restraint shown is 

commendable and the freestanding design elements very well integrated, giving the project a 

quality notwithstanding the respectful design approach to the existing. ;Sophisticated and 

elegant, yet playful and airy design solution to this research facility. Beautifully sensible 

restauration of the historic structure. 

 

 


